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Removal of Confederate Statues and Flags
The debate to remove the Confederate statues and flags has heated up, especially in the past recent years as different groups of people express their views on whether the statues and flags should be brought down or not. A disagreement has emerged with a section of proponents of the statues and flags arguing that they should not be brought down, while another section opposing them arguing that they should be removed. With every side expressing the reasons why they are dissatisfied or satisfied with the Confederate statues and flags, the debate continues to expand even in the academic field. As depicted in this essay, the Confederate statues and flags should be removed because they are extending racial inequality, division among Americans, and also they remind Americans of the dark times that no one would like to remember.
First, the Confederate statues and flags should be removed because they are extending racial inequality that America has been fighting to eradicate for centuries. According to Anastasia, the debate over whether the Confederate statues and flags should be removed or not has been marred by clashing views from white supremacists and the protesters who oppose them (1). For the opponents, the Confederate statues and flags were erected at the time when the white supremacy ruled the United States. As a result, those who identify with them believe in the white supremacist point of view, which extends racial discrimination (Anastasia 1). Today, America is striving to deal with racial injustices, and one way to ensure that the war against racial discrimination succeeds is to remove the statues and flags that show the disparity. 
Secondly, the Confederate statues and flags should be removed because they promote division among Americans. America comprises of over 300 million people from different racial groups and cultural backgrounds. As Anastasia explains, some of the Confederate statues and flags were put up during the time that America was polarized by the division between the South and North America (2). According to the author, the Confederate statues and flags show how the United States never addressed the impacts of the Civil War or slavery (Anastasia 2). Since Americans have different views on the civil war and slavery, continuing to have the statues and flags that remind them that polarization could further divide a country that has gone through tribulations to achieve stability and cohesion with different communities living together as one is not an option. As such, the confederate statues should be brough down.
Moreover, the confederate statues and flags should be removed because they remind Americans of the dark times in the history that no one would like to recall. According to Sawchuk, statues and flags are not really about the past as one may argue, but it is about the people who put them up (2). In this case, the statues and flags do not serve the purpose of reminding the historical events that they are proud of as a nation but instead tells them of the horrors associated with the racial segregation and inhuman treatments of the slaves during the 19th century. As Sawchuk explains, it is difficult for certain groups like the African Americans to interact with the Confederate statues and flags because it reminds them of the horrors in their history (2). Therefore, they should be removed to enable everyone to feels that they belong to the United States. 
On the other hand, proponents of Confederate statues and flags may argue that the symbols celebrate heroes and critical figures like Lee, who up to date, is defended as a critic of slavery (Buffington 45). It is evident that there is the difference in opinions, especially regarding the role that the confederate statues and flags play in the modern United States, but the division that exists is associated with the racial division with one side feeling that they deserve more share than the others. As Sawchuk explains, the Confederate statues and flags missed capturing critical historical events such as the stories of hundreds of slaves who were freed and rose to become mayors, legislators and prominent people in the United States today (2). Therefore, the argument that the statues serve as a remind of the Americans’ history is weak to submerge the emotional hate that they elicit in those who remember the days of slavery especially in the southern parts of the US (Buffington 45).
In conclusion, the Confederate statues and flags may be of some importance to specific groups, but for others, they feel that they are denied the opportunity to explore the sense of belonging in their country. As this essay shows, the Confederate statues and flags should be removed because they have failed to provide significant and unbiased historical events, which everyone in the country can associate and be proud of. They are extending racial segregation, division among Americans and also remind Americans of the greatest horrors that they have gone through. As mentioned in the essay, the Confederate statues and flags do not provide historical relevance or significance, but instead, they are about the people who put them up. The United States is home to millions of people from different races and not the whites alone.
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